Ballots were still being counted as this edition went to press. For the latest news and analysis, go to sfchronicle.com. 
To track real-time results of national, state and local races, bookmark sfchronicle.com/electionresults. 
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Handful of states will 
ecide presidential race 


Nation waits as Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia remain undecided with many votes uncounted 


President Trump arrives at campaign headquarters in Arlington, Va. The race was too close to call Tuesday. 


Paul Sancya / Associated Press 


Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden, the former vice president, speaks to supporters in Wilmington, Del. 


By Joe Garofoli and 
John Wildermuth 


There was no blue wave and 
no red wave on election day 
Tuesday. 

Instead, the presidential 
campaign that has chugged 
along for nearly two years — 
through an impeachment, a 
pandemic and a racial justice 
movement — will last at least 
through Wednesday. 

Too many key battleground 
states remained too close to call 
late Tuesday as only one bat- 
tleground state — Arizona, 
where Joe Biden is leading — 
appeared it might change 
hands from 2016. If Biden 
holds his lead there, Arizona 
would be the first battleground 
state to flip from four years ago, 
and would narrow President 
Trump’s path to victory. 

With three-quarters of the 
vote counted in Arizona, Biden 
had a solid lead, thanks to a 
strong showing in Maricopa 
County, where Phoenix and its 
suburbs have about 60% of the 
state’s voters. 

Biden was leading by a near- 
ly 2-to-1 margin among Lati- 
nos, who constitute 19% of the 
Arizona electorate, and was 
also leading among seniors, 
who are nearly 1 in every 3 
voters there, according to exit 
polls. 

“Were feeling good about 
where we are,” Biden told sup- 
porters early Wednesday near 
his home in Delaware. “We 
believe we're on track to win 
this election. We have to be 
patient. It ain’t over until every 
vote is counted.” 

Trump tweeted: “We are up 
BIG, but they are trying to 
STEAL the Election. We will 
never let them do it. Votes 
cannot be cast after the Poles 
are closed!” 

Twitter placed a warning 
label on the tweet minutes after 
Trump posted it, saying, “Some 
or all of the content in this 
Tweet is disputed and might be 
misleading about an election or 
other civic process.” There was 
no evidence of widespread 
voter fraud Tuesday. 

Biden was trailing in Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin and Pennsylva- 
nia — three typically Demo- 
cratic battleground states that 
Trump won in 2016 by a com- 


Alex Brandon / AssociatedPress bined 80,000 votes. Biden 
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Democrats tighten 
erip on House, but 
Senate hopes wane 


By Nicholas Fandos, Carl Hulse 
and Catie Edmondson 


Democrats were on track Tuesday to main- 
tain a firm grip on the House but grappled to 
seize the Senate majority from Republicans as 
the two parties fought for control of the levers of 
power in Congress. 

The Senate outcome rested on a handful of 
states where Democrats hoped to topple in- 
cumbent Republicans, but the contest was 
shaping up to bea nail-biter, with neither party 
fully confident of its chances on an unusually 
large battleground that stretched from Maine to 
Alaska and could tilt with the presidential 
results. 

At stake was the ability of the next president 
to fill his Cabinet, appoint judges and pursue 
his agenda, and the two parties were waging a 
pitched battle to the end, pummeling voters 
with advertising backed by record sums of 
money, totaling hundreds of millions of dollars. 

Democrats needed a net gain of three or four 

Congress continues on A7 


Key state and local measures 


Raise commercial Exempt some drivers 
property taxes from gig-worker law 
64.8% of precincts 64.8% of precincts 
partially reporting partially reporting 
49.2% 50.8% 57.9% 42.1% 
YES NO YES NO 
Lift the ban on S.F. business tax 
affirmative action overhaul 
64.8% of precincts 99.7% of precincts 
partially reporting reporting 
45% 55% 68.3% 31.7% 
YES NO YES NO 


More coverage, Pages A6-Al13 


Including Phil Matier’s column and details on S.F. supervisors, 
S.F. school board and Oakland City Council races. 


| 


WO 4 


Prop. 22 to exempt 
drivers from AB5 
is on track to win 


By Carolyn Said 


Proposition 22, the richly funded measure 
backed by gig companies seeking to keep their 
workers as independent contractors, appeared 
on track for a victory Tuesday night. 

In partial results from over 60% of the state’s 
precincts, the measure had 58% of the votes. It 
needs a simple majority to pass. 

Uber, Lyft, DoorDash, Instacart and Post- 
mates poured more than $205 million into Prop. 
22, which exempts drivers and couriers from 
being reclassified as employees under ABs, 
California’s gig-work law. It provides the work- 
ers with some earnings guarantees and some 
benefits, but ones that fall short of those afford- 
ed to traditional employees. 

The companies said that they, as well as 
workers, rely on the flexibility ofan indepen- 
dent contractor model. The firms, all of which 
are headquartered in San Francisco, were also 
keen to avoid the hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars that employment would add to their annual 

Prop. 22 continues on A12 


